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Over the past several months, several formative experiences have provided opportunities to grow 
in living the supernatural life to which every Christian is called. The spring semester concluded with 
philosophy and languages. Greek and Latin do not come naturally and were challenging, but both have 
proven fruitful and continue to aid in liturgical and theological study. During the summer seminary 
gathering, these ancient languages came alive in a particular way. Greek and Latin verses throughout 
various religious orders and seminaries, alongside beautiful sacred artwork, offered a striking glimpse 
of the universality of the Church. The same faith is proclaimed, prayed, studied, and handed down 
across languages, cultures, and generations. Traveling with brother seminarians also provided a 
treasured opportunity to experience the fraternity that comes from following Christ together. 

Another grace came through time spent in Omaha, Nebraska, studying and praying with St. 
Ignatius’s Rules for Discernment at Creighton University. This prayerful experience provided an 
opportunity to grow in discernment while spending time with more than one hundred seminarians 
entering Configuration I. A particular highlight was encountering Christ through Lectio Divina during a 
nine-day silent retreat. 

One image that became especially meaningful in prayer was that of the potter and the clay. Since 
pottery is a favorite hobby, the image carries particular significance, but its deeper beauty lies in the 
reminder that God is continually forming His children. Even when the clay appears imperfect or marred, 
the potter does not abandon it but patiently continues to shape it according to his purpose. The same is 
true of the Christian life: Christ does not wait for perfection before beginning His work. He patiently 
forms, corrects, strengthens, and reshapes the soul according to His loving will. The following passage 
offers a beautiful opportunity for prayer: 

FFrroomm
 
  OOuurr  SSeemmiinnaarriiaann,,  LLuukkee  KKaaiisseerr  



“This is the word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord: ‘Go down to the potter’s house, and there I will 
give you my message.’ So I went down to the potter’s house, and I saw him working at the wheel. But the pot 
he was shaping from the clay was marred in his hands; so the potter formed it into another pot, shaping it as 
seemed best to him. Then the word of the Lord came to me. He said, ‘Can I not do with you, Israel, as this 
potter does?’ declares the Lord. ‘Like clay in the hand of the potter, so are you in my hand, Israel.’” 
— Jeremiah 18:1–6 

One great grace of the summer was the reception of Candidacy. Through the Rite of Candidacy, the 
Church offered a significant affirmation of continued discernment toward Holy Orders. Entering 
Configuration I provides a renewed opportunity to seek the Lord’s will and allow Christ to form the heart 
according to His purposes. Ultimately, discernment is less about determining what one will accomplish and 
more about recognizing where Christ is calling and becoming willing to follow Him. 

The summer also provided time for leisure and recreation before another year of formation. A 
camping trip to Glacier National Park offered an opportunity to enjoy one of God’s great gifts in creation. 
Over eight days, about 88 miles of hiking brought time among the beauty and vastness of the Rocky 
Mountains. The quiet trails, majesty of the mountains, and fraternity shared with brother seminarians 
offered a welcome reminder that creation can lift the heart toward its Creator. These moments of rest and 
wonder helped prepare the heart to return to studies with renewed gratitude. 

This semester brings studies in Scripture, Fundamental Theology, Sacred Liturgy, Church History, 
and several other areas. One of the greatest blessings has been seeing how study can become prayer when 
it leads more deeply into the mystery of Christ. Learning how Calvary is made present in the Holy Sacrifice 
of the Mass, for example, has deepened devotion to the words, “Do this in remembrance of me.” What can 
easily become a familiar phrase is, in reality, an invitation to encounter the sacrifice of Christ made present 
upon the altar. 

These experiences continue to reveal that formation is not simply about gaining knowledge or 
preparing for future ministry. It is about allowing Christ to shape the whole person. Through study, prayer, 
fraternity, recreation, silence, and the ordinary experiences of daily life, encountering the Lord continues to 
form the heart for greater love. The clay remains in the hands of the Potter, and the hope is simply to 
remain there, allowing Christ to make of it what He desires. Know that you are in my prayers.
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